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i uption ofdevatd, a geneial teim for gods that' Praw Piurnb' is the Siamese Phi a Phtom,
i e P/IKI (an honorific meaning "holy' or 'princely') Biahma that 'Sommo Guddem5 is
Somana Khodom, ic Samana ('the Ascetic') Gaulama (Buddha); and that 'Piapout' is
Phi a Phuth, i e Phi a Buddha 'Samsay' is a puzzling teim, but his Excellency conjectures
that it may be a perveision oFSdsnd, which means 'religion '

Page 87

'Notches' is a mistake for 'niches.'
'Sumptuie' is an obsolete form of'sumptuary '

Page 88

The' Fishes Temple' appears to be the' Pagode Royale' shown in De La Loubere's map
as situated on an island in the Menam below Ayuthia. Tachaid (p 187) mentions a
famous pagoda on the side of the uvei, but places it at three leagues fiom the capital

'1720' seems to be twice mentioned in error for '1718.'

Page 89

The French bishop was Louis de Gice, consecrated Bishop of Sabule in 1700, arrived
in Siam, 1702, and died in 1727 (Pallegoix, vol n, pp 195-9, 293)

Anderson (Siam, p 213) shows that 'Catohna' is probably an error for 'Delight? two
officers of which vessel were imprisoned in 1684 for refusing to supply the King with nails

from the ship's stores.                            _,

Page 90

Many refeiences to Samuel Potts will be found in Anderson He seems to have been
made Chief of the Ayuthia factory in 1682. The anecdote of the white ants and the copper
became famous, though in a varied foim. James Forbes (Oriental Memoirs, second edition,
vol. i, p. 231) says 'The story of the termites demolishing a chest of dollars at Bencoolen
is commonly told, if not commonly credited, throughout India ' He goes on to suggest
that the story might be explained by another, according to which a chest of money
entirely disappeared, owing to the ants having eaten both the wood of the chest and the
bags containing the specie, with the result that the latter dropped into the ants' burrow,
and was found yeais later buried several feet in the earth. Such a theory, however,
would hardly account for the disappearance of 500 chests of copper

Page 91

The burning of the English factory occurred on 6 December 1682 Potts' colleague,
Richard Burneby, in a protest addressed to him two days later, declared that most people
suspected that the fire had been caused 'by the carelessness and debauchery of those
people protected by you' (Anderson, p 174), while William Strangh, who had been sent
out by the Company as Chief m Siam, was told that most of the goods in the factory might
have been saved, had not Potts prevented the townspeople from so doing (ibid, p 183).
Strangh suspended Potts from office and took him to Surat in January 1683, after closing
the factory at Ayuthia. Sir John Child censured Strangh for his action in the latter respect,
and sent out a ship in 1685 to reopen the trade.